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FOCUS Program Seeks to
Reduce Barriers to Colorectal
Cancer Screening

Cancer affects many people, but it doesn’t affect them equally.! Nearly half of premature colorectal cancer
(CRC) deaths are related to racial, ethnic, socioeconomic, and geographic inequalities.2 The most
vulnerable patient populations often go unscreened for CRC,! which is one reason these communities are
more likely to be diagnosed with CRC in later stages,®* when treatment is less effective.

Exact Sciences is committed to overcoming barriers to care and ensuring access to our tests regardless of a
patient’s race, ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic status, or geographic location.

To support this mission, Exact Sciences created the Funding Opportunities to Cultivate Universal
Screening and Survivorship (FOCUS) Program which provides grant funding to community organizations,
health foundations, public health organizations, and advocacy groups to expand access to colorectal cancer
screening and create affordable pathways to follow-up diagnostic care.

PROGRAM REACH

Since its launch in 2022, the FOCUS Program has
awarded more than $6.3 million to 116 organizations

in 33 states.

While each program is unique and reflects the
needs of its specific communities, all programs
are grounded in evidence-based and informed

interventions to maximize impact.
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SPRING 2025 AWARDEES

* American Indian Cancer Foundation,
Minneapolis, MN

* Cherry Hill Free Clinic,
Cherry Hill, NJ

* Cooper University Health Care,
Camden, NJ

* CoxHealth Foundation,
Springfield, MO

* Delta Health System,
Greenville, MS

* FaithHealth Appalachia, Inc.,
Huntington, WV

* Fargo Cass Public Health,
Fargo, ND

* Frontera Healthcare Network,
Menard, TX

Hitting Cancer Below the Belt
(HCB2), Midlothian, VA

Howard University,
Washington, DC

International Community Health
Services, Seattle, WA

New Horizon Health Center,

Brownsville, TX

New Horizons Healthcare,
Roanoke, VA

LifeCare Alliance, Columbus, OH
L'Refuah Medical and
Rehabilitation Center, Inc.,

Brooklyn, NY

Meadowood Health Partnership,
Madison, WI
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* MedStar Health Research Institute,
Columbia, MD

* Operation Access,
San Francisco, CA

* Santa Rosa Community Health
Centers, Santa Rosa, CA

* Sonoma County Indian Health
Project, Inc., Santa Rosa, CA

* Stony Brook Cancer Center,
Stony Brook, NY

* Us Giving Richmond Connections,
Richmond, VA

* Westminster Free Clinic,
Thousand Oaks, CA

PROGRAM IMPACT

Across the country, FOCUS grant awardees have created a lasting impact in their local communities.

“l think the grant motivated us
to come up with a solution to a
problem we might've put on the
back burner—and so far, the
results have been incredible.”

— DR. KYLE KOSTER

Assistant Professor of General Internal Medicine at
the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai

FOCUS grant recipient in 2022

At the end of the 18-month grant cycle, 100% of the
awardees in the Spring 2023 cohort had achieved
an increase in CRC screening rates and successfully
implemented patient and provider education

initiatives.

After receiving a FOCUS grant in
2023, River Valley Family Health
Centers has become the number
one Federally Qualified Health
Center (FQHC) in Colorado for
CRC screenings.

University of Central Florida/
HealthARCH boosted screening
rates by an average of 10% across
its four clinic partners in Central
Florida.

Erie Family Health Centers, which
serve vulnerable populations across
Chicago, ensured that 100% of the
16,603 eligible patients received a
colorectal cancer screening test of
their choice during the grant period.
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For more information: https://www.exactsciences.com/focus-program
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